2                             INDIA AND  THE INDIANS

Over the Greater part of die country the rainfall is normally
brcuerht bv the south-west monsoon between the months of June
anc Octob'cr, while at other times of the year there is scarcely any
rain. A special character of the monsoon is its liability to 'fail'.
I:: Yc-r* cone by, before die building of railways and develop-
ment of irrigation, whenever the monsoon failed, famine folio wed.
Millions hi India have died from famine, millions from disease
sweeping the countryside.

When trving to visualise India one must learn to think in
millions. Partly no doubt because scourges like famine, cholera,
and pLgue have been controlled, and welfare services have been
developing, the population has been increasing at a remarkable
rate. In iSSi it was under 254 millions. In 1941 it had reached
nearly 400 millions, more than three times the population of the
United States. The 1941 Census shows that 50 millions have been
added in the ten years since 1931. Several of the great Provinces
of British India (Bengal, Madras, and the United Provinces) have
a population larger than that of Great Britain, so that when one
talks of Provinces, one must bear in mind that they are more like
countries in themselves.

British India is made up of eleven of these Provinces, covering
rather more than half (9/16) of the whole country, while rather
less than half (7/16) is the territory of the Indian States, still governed
to-day, as in the past, by Indian Princes. As will be seen from the
map, the States are not concentrated either in the north or the
south but are distributed over the length and breadth of India; and
about a quarter of the entire population comes under their rule.
This adds to the complexity of the political problem, for it is
obvious that there can be no settlement for the government of
India as a whole without taking into consideration the position of
the States.

A further complexity arises from the diversity of the peoples of
India in race, religion, and language. From prehistoric times, in-
vaders of many races have come down through the passes of the
north-west and have setded in the fertile plains. Roughly speaking